
A picture taken in 1920 of a demonstration of 
the ruggedness of Overland cars. The 
number plate, DB AC1 is a general 
identification mark, the pre-1921 format for 
trade plates issued by Stockport (code DB), 
one of the many pictures used to illustrate 
this book.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The British registration system was introduced under the 
Motor Car Act 1903. John Harrison, an acknowledged 

expert on the subject, has written about the system’s history 
and the different sorts of number plates such as personal 

plates, trade plates and diplomatic ones issued. 
Also included is a chapter advising those who want their 

own personal plate how best to obtain one. 
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